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Spotlight
HARGROVE FOUNDATION CELEBRATES INAUGURAL BLACK TIE GALA 
Hundreds of people gathered on 
a beautiful November evening at 
Mobile’s Battle House Hotel for the 
Hargrove Foundation Inaugural 
Black Tie Gala featuring guest 
speaker, Philanthropist and 
NFL Hall of Famer, John 
Stallworth. The Hargrove 
Foundation is the charitable 
link of the Hargrove Family 
of Companies, funded by the 
generosity of Teammates 
and donors in supporting 
the communities in which 
we live and work.

John Stallworth is well-
known as an NFL star, 
member of the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame who played 14 
seasons with the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, and twice named the team’s 
MVP. While his successes on the 
football field are well documented, 
it’s what Stallworth has achieved off 
the field that made him the perfect 
Keynote Speaker for the Hargrove 
Foundation Inaugural Gala. 

Stallworth grew up in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, the son of a plumber and 
housekeeper. He contracted a viral 
disease when he was eight years old 
that left him temporarily paralyzed 
on one side. Stallworth says his 

childhood illness motivated him to 
extend himself. He began playing 
football at his high school as a 
sophomore, and became an All-Star 
running back. Upon graduation, he 

went unnoticed by colleges, until 
a family friend stepped in to help, 
by recommending him to Alabama 
A&M University.

Stallworth calls his football 
scholarship to Alabama A&M 
University the gift that started his 
journey toward the NFL and led to a 
successful business career. “Everyone 
needs a little help sometimes 
from people who believe in them,” 
Stallworth said. “You can’t win a 
championship game by yourself.” 

When Stallworth retired from 
football, he founded a multimillion 
dollar corporation, and later joined 
a family friend to form a holding 
company to control their investments, 

business development 
plans and charity work. 
Stallworth gives back to 
his community through 
the John Stallworth 
Foundation, which has 
provided more than 
$350,000 in merit 
scholarships to some 
135 students attending 
Alabama A&M University 
and other schools. 

Stallworth says the 
kind of help people 
need comes in different 

shapes and sizes. “It comes from 
people involved in organizations 
like the Hargrove Foundation that 
offers people a chance to dream, to 
believe in themselves and to build a 
better world.” He says more people 
need to use the gifts they’re given 
to exercise the capacity to do good 
things to change people’s lives. “It’s 
time to dream the impossible, the 
improbable, the incredible, and 
make those dreams real. Each of us 
must become a factor, a reason why.”

Atlanta Black Tie Gala Mobile
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Spotlight
HELPING TURN A VISION FOR A SPECIAL CAMP INTO A REALITY

Who could resist Zac Brown’s 
invitation to hop on stage during 
the Night of Candles benefit concert 
in Fayetteville, Georgia for Camp 
Southern Ground? Not Brian Rhoades, 
Hargrove VP operations, Eastern 
Region. Rhoades took the opportunity 
to present the Grammy winning artist 
and Camp founder with a Hargrove 
Foundation contribution. 

Camp Southern Ground is Brown’s 
passion project. Inspired by his own 
experience as a camp counselor, 

Brown’s vision is to 
create a state-of-the-
art facility that will 
serve children ages 
7-17, with both typical 
and special needs. The 
Hargrove Foundation 
contribution will help 
make this vision a reality.

For the Atlanta office, 
giving financially to 
Camp Southern Ground 

is only part of their focus. This fall when 
Camp Southern Ground called for help 
building tents for their upcoming Mini 
Adventure Camps, Atlanta Teammates 
were quick to answer. According 
to Teammate Susan Eaton, Atlanta 
Teammates are passionate about using 
their time and skills to help children. 

“Because we are so blessed, I think 
it’s important to give back, especially 
alongside my Teammates.” 

Building the tents was no easy task, 
since they’re not the kind of tents 

most people are used to when they 
go camping. These tents are military 
style shelters. The difficulty of the task 
didn’t stop Teammates from diving 
into the project and completing their 
tent in one afternoon. “This was a huge 
undertaking”, said Teammate Connie 
Thorn. But she says it was well worth 
the effort. “I think it’s important to do 
hands on work that means something 
to someone else.”

Camp Southern Ground will be a 
year-round camp and conference 
center in Fayetteville. Children of 
diverse abilities, socio-economic 
backgrounds, races and religions can 
come together at the camp to learn 
life skills and encourage personal 
growth in a positive, healthy and 
organic environment. Camp programs 
will build confidence through 
activities designed to allow children 
to overcome obstacles and grow in 
their capabilities, while incorporating 
advanced programs of superior 
nutrition and physical exercise.

FOUNDATION TESTIMONIALS
“Thank you so much to the 
Hargrove Foundation for your 
generous grant to Prichard 
Prep for renovation needs. 
Hargrove has been such an 
amazing supporter of our 
school in so many ways, and 
we are very grateful to you.”

Haden Oswalt Sirmon
(former) Development Director

Prichard Preparatory School

“Your donation to the Gary 
Papa Run helps us achieve our 
goals of educating the general 
public that early detection and 
timely treatment saves lives. 
We are dedicated to working 
with area hospitals to provide 
grants for free screening 
programs and prostate 
initiatives. Thank you.”

Colleen Daley
Executive Director

Foundation for Breast & Prostate Health

“Canine Assistants would 
like to thank the Hargrove 
Foundation for the generous 
contribution towards our 
organization. As one of our 
young recipients explained, 
the people who support 
Canine Assistants give 
people the gift of freedom - a 
priceless gift indeed.”

Tib Holland
Director of Development

Canine Assistants
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HARGROVE FOUNDATION WEBSITE: 
A pledge form can be found by clicking on the following 
link http://hargrovefoundation.org/teammate-donate/

DONATIONS CAN ALSO BE MADE BY MAILING CONTRIBUTIONS TO: 
The Hargrove Foundation
20 South Royal Street
Mobile, AL 36602

For more information, please contact us at foundation@hargrovefoundation.org

ULTIPRO: 
Connect by clicking on the link on the intranet, then click on 
Myself – Life Events – “Elect/Update Hargrove Foundation”.

TEAMMATES DONATING TO THE FOUNDATION — HERE’S HOW

Spotlight
2015 HARGROVE FOUNDATION PLEDGE DRIVE
The Hargrove Foundation Pledge 
Drive is underway through December 
18th. This is an opportunity for 
you to choose to give back to your 
community and make a positive 
impact on the lives of others. The 
Pledge Drive gives Teammates 
an opportunity to focus on their 
blessings and commit to help fund 
organizations that support our 
community and make an impact in 
the lives of others. 

By giving to the Hargrove Foundation, 
you are helping families affected by 

health related issues or some that 
are simply struggling through life’s 
many challenges. You are pledging 
to give to sports activities that offer 
opportunities for children in your 
community to learn about teamwork 
and goal setting. You are supporting 
the arts and the positive impact 
they have on your community. And, 
you are supporting educational 
initiatives which help prepare our 
children for a future full of hope. 

The Hargrove Foundation Board of 
Directors hopes that you will join 

the Team that has already pledged to 
give or you will consider increasing 
your pledge so that we can continue 
reaching out and impacting others 
in a positive way. As Winston 
Churchill said, “We make a living by 
what we get, but we make a life by 
what we give.” 

To read more about how the 
Hargrove Foundation is involved 
in your community, please visit:  
www.hargrovefoundation.org. 


